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November 21, 2020 
 
Dear HTS Community: 
 
As you are aware, the predicted second wave of the virus is here and Hunterdon County’s COVID risk 
group has migrated to the High Risk Category.  With this migration come significant changes to the 
quarantine and exclusion requirements.  These requirements put a tremendous strain on the school’s 
ability to maintain our quality in-person learning environment and offer stability to our students, 
parents and staff.  Based on a comprehensive review of our current and forecasted probable COVID and 
close contact trends as well as our region moving to High Risk status, the Holland Township School 
District will pivot to full remote learning beginning Monday, November 30, 2020 through Monday, 
January 18, 2021.  This closure covers a time period when school districts traditionally see cold and flu 
cases spike, in part due to close contact during holiday gatherings and travel.  Students will return for in-
person instruction on Tuesday, January 19, 2021.  The decision to pivot to remote learning was made in 
consultation with the Hunterdon County Department of Health, the Executive County Superintendent, 
our COVID Response Team and with the support of the Holland Township Educational Association and 
Board of Education.  The closure is a proactive step intended to mitigate the spread of COVID and to 
present stability and continuity of the educational process.  
 
Although the district has only seen a total of 3 positive cases, the need to quarantine close contacts 
involves a larger percentage of our population.  While quarantine is an effective way to mitigate the 
spread of COVID, it also presents significant operational challenges for a school district.  A single positive 
case can lead to many individuals needing to quarantine.  Administrators must then reassign key 
personnel on short notice, which can lead to inadequate supervision of students.  Further, the 
quarantining of staff and students as well as the constant daily contact tracing are an immense strain for 
our school personnel.  
 
Moreover, with the rise in cases, we continue to have more and more families request all-virtual 
instruction for short periods of time.  While some may think the higher number of virtual students, the 
better the hybrid model is, in fact, that’s not the case.  Yes, it is easier to manage students when there 
are fewer in the classroom, but it does not help the instructional model at all.  It simply puts our 
teachers in the extremely difficult position of trying to reach and balance the very few students sitting in 
the classroom versus the many on Zoom.  
 
I know this is difficult news for some of our community.  I am making this decision proactively, for the 
protection of all our school population as the health and safety of our students and staff remains 
paramount.  I recognize that virtual learning comes with challenges for many students and families. 
However, I am confident that our dedicated teachers and staff will continue to do everything possible to 
deliver meaningful instruction for all students.  
 
We have gotten this far together and together we can get through this difficult period in our recovery. 
With the holidays approaching, I urge you to remain vigilant and heed the warning of public health 
officials who recommend skipping large gatherings to mitigate the spread of this virus.  Be sure to 
practice self-care and encourage your children to do the same.  Let’s make safe practice as a habit to 
position ourselves for a safe return on January 19, 2021. 
 
 
 



HOLLAND TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Mrs. Stephanie Snyder, Superintendent & Supervisor of Special Services         908-995-2401 
Mrs. Susan Wardell, Principal/Curriculum & 504 Coordinator      www.hollandschool.org  

710 Milford Warren Glen Road, Milford, NJ  08848 

 
 
Meal distributions will continue for those who wish to participate.  Interested families must email 
Michelle Jordan @ mjord@hollandschool.org no later than the Tuesday prior with their weekly order.   
Lunches will be prepared for pick up each MONDAY between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm at the main office 
entrance.  
 
Virtual instruction schedule: 
 
 Grades K-4 

(30 minutes live instruction/30 
minutes independent practice) 

Grades 5th – 8th Grade 
(40 minutes live instruction/20 
minutes independent practice) 

HR Attendance Question 7:50-8:00 7:50-8:00 
 ELA 8:00-9:00 CORE 1 8:00-9:00 
 MATH 9:00-10:00 CORE 2  9:00-10:00 
 SCIENCE 10:00-11:00 CORE 3  10:00-11:00 
 SOCIAL STUDIES 11:00-12:00 CORE 4  11:00-12:00 
Lunch/Recess 12:00-1:00 12:00-1:00 
Special Area  
(Google Classroom Folders) 1:00-1:45 1:00-1:45 

Special Help/Staff Office Hours 1:45-2:30 1:45-2:30 
**Preschool teachers will contact parents with specific program information and scheduling. ** 

***Pull Out Replacement class schedules will be communicated through parent/teacher email*** 
 
In closing, I want to commend our teaching staff, who have shown amazing ingenuity, flexibility and 
acceptance in our current programming.  They continue to re-invent the wheel daily to engage and meet 
the needs of our kids.  Also, I want to thank our support staff, who are here every day, these ladies and 
gentlemen ensure that our building is open, clean, and ready to take on anything that comes their way. 
And finally, our parents, who continually support our teachers, support staff and administration in our 
quest to deliver an educational program which presents support and structure to our kids.  
 
As always, please reach out to me with questions and concerns.  
 
Stay safe. 
 
 
Thank you, 

 
Stephanie Snyder 
Superintendent 


